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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 
The Santa Barbara Botanic Garden has requested approvals from the County of Santa Barbara in 
connection with its proposed Vital Mission Plan.  This plan would modify and expand facilities and uses 
at the Garden.  County of Santa Barbara Planning and Development  (P&D) prepared a Draft 
Environment Impact Report (DEIR) for the project pursuant to requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The DEIR was circulated for public review from July 4, 2007 
through September 7, 2007 and a public hearing was held on July 26, 2007.  Comments were received in 
the form of letters, emails, and public hearing testimony. 
 
Among these were comments regarding the project’s Fire Protection Plan (FPP) and the DEIR historic 
resources evaluation.  DEIR mitigation measure FIRE 1-1 required the expansion and amendment of the 
applicant’s FPP.  Many commenters requested that the revised FPP be prepared prior to project approval 
and circulated for public review.   In response, the applicant has revised its Fire Protection Plan (FPP) in 
accordance with DEIR mitigation measure FIRE 1-1.  With regard to historic resources, commenters 
identified the need to evaluate the entirety of the Garden, with particular emphasis on its potential 
qualification as a historic landscape.  In response, the County hired an independent consultant to prepare a 
Historic Resources Assessment for the entire Botanic Garden property.   The revised FPP and Historic 
Resources Assessment constitute new information and are important in allowing for meaningful public 
review of the project’s significant impacts and mitigation of those impacts.  Therefore, in accordance with 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5, this DEIR Recirculation Document has been prepared in order to 
allow for public review of those sections of the DEIR that have substantially changed as a result of this 
new information.  These are Section 4.4 Cultural Resources and Section 4.5 Fire Protection. 
 
In addition, the applicant has modified its project to improve its layout and design in response to several 
hearings before the South County Board of Architectural Review as well as to reduce its environmental 
impacts and ensure policy consistency in response to comments on the DEIR.  These changes are 
presented herein for the public’s information since the revised DEIR fire protection and cultural resources 
analyses are based on this modified project description.  Changes to the project description that have been 
made since publication of the DEIR are summarized below and incorporated into the revised project 
description provided in Section 2.0 of this document. 
 
Changes to the EIR text are indicated in strike-through/underline format and with a black line in the right 
margin.  However, Section 4.5 Fire Protection has undergone substantial modification.  This section 
would be difficult to read in strike-through/underline format and therefore tracked changes are not shown 
therein.  You may view a copy of this section in strikethrough/underline format on P&D’s website at 
http://www.sbcountyplanning.org/projects/02NEW-00138/index.cfm.  
 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5(c) states, “if the revision is limited to a few chapters or portions of the 
EIR, the lead agency need only recirculate the chapters or portions that have been modified.”  As such, 
this DEIR Recirculation Document consists of the following revised DEIR sections: 2.0 Project 
Description, 3.0 Related Projects, 4.4 Cultural Resource, and 4.5 Fire Protection.  In addition, the revised 
FPP and the Historic Resources Assessment, which are considered additions to the EIR Cultural 
Resources and Fire Protection appendices (Appendices D and E, respectively), are included in this 
document. 
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Other sections of the DEIR will be modified in response to public comments and changes to the project 
description.  However, these changes do not result in new significant impacts or otherwise trigger the 
need for recirculation.  These changes will be incorporated into the FEIR. 
 
According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5(f)(2), “When the EIR is revised only in part and the lead 
agency is recirculating only the revised chapters or portions of the EIR, the lead agency may request that 
reviewers limit their comments to the revised chapters or portions of the recirculated EIR. The lead 
agency need only respond to (i) comments received during the initial circulation period that relate to 
chapters or portions of the document that were not revised and recirculated, and (ii) comments received 
during the recirculation period that relate to the chapters or portions of the earlier EIR that were revised 
and recirculated. The lead agency's request that reviewers limit the scope of their comments shall be 
included either within the text of the revised EIR or by an attachment to the revised EIR.”  Accordingly, 
the County requests that commenters limit their comments to the revised portions of the DEIR, which are 
included in this DEIR Recirculation Document.  The FEIR will include responses to comments on the 
Recirculation Document that pertain to the revised EIR sections as well as responses to comments 
received during the initial (July 4, 2007 through September 7, 2007) public review period pertaining to 
other sections of the DEIR. 
 
1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION MODIFICATIONS 
A number of revisions to individual elements of the project have been made.  In total, the proposed square 
footage of development at the site would decrease by 12,356 square feet (s.f.) as compared to the 
previously proposed project (65,442 s.f. of total development would occur as compared to 77,798 s.f 
under the previously proposed project). The number of proposed new residential units at the site has been 
reduced from 8 to 3, a reduction of 5 units.  A list of the revised Project Description elements is provided 
below. 
 
West of Mission 

• Increase in size of addition to office (E5) (+ 119 s.f. of floor area). 
• Reduction in size of addition to Director’s Garage (E28) (- 57 s.f. of floor area). 
• Change to entry sequence, including elimination of 1 building [P3 and P4 are combined into one 

building (referred to herein as P3)], reduction of 469 s.f. of floor area, relocation of proposed 
buildings off 30% slopes.   

• Change to design of Education Center (P1B) including reduction of 3,941 s.f. of floor area. 
• Addition of the Meadow Terrace project. 

 
East of Mission 

• Change to design of Research/Herbarium (P5) resulting an increase of 687 s.f. of floor area. 
• Change to design of Horticultural Unit to eliminate 2 buildings.  P6, P7, and P8 are combined 

into one building (P6/7/8) resulting in a total net increase of 136 s.f.  Relocation of proposed 
building off 30% slopes. 

• A net increase of 38 s.f. of floor area to Horticulture Garage and Support (P9). 
• Elimination of shade structure (E30) resulting in a decrease of 405 s.f. 
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Hansen Site 
• Restore existing duplex (E23) rather than demolition and replacement with new duplex (P14), 

resulting in a net decrease of 1,419 s.f. of floor area. 
• Restore existing family dwelling (E24) rather than demolition and replacement with new duplex 

(P11), resulting in a net decrease of 1,260 s.f. of floor area. 
• Reduction of Garage/Equipment Storage (P12) by 582 s.f. of floor area. 
• Reduction of one of the new duplexes (P13) to a single dwelling unit for a net decrease of 1,133 

s.f. of floor area. 
• Change in design of single-family residence (P15) for a net increase of 100 s.f. of floor area. 
• Elimination of lower garage (P16) for a decrease of 440 s.f. of floor area. 

 
Cavalli Site 

• Elimination of residence previously proposed for Office/Garage (P21) for a decrease of 890 s.f. of 
floor area. 

• Reduction from residential duplex to single-family residence (P22) for a net decrease of 2,824 s.f. 
of floor area. 

 
Fencing 

• The fencing plan has been revised to replace proposed new cyclone fencing with wildlife and 
visually permeable perimeter fence (post and smooth wire or wood and stone post).  The two 
horizontal wires or wood rails would be approximately 18 inches and about 3.5 feet from the 
ground, respectively, allowing for wildlife movement under and above the fence.  Fencing would 
be set back from roadways to avoid pedestrian constraints where feasible.  Existing cyclone 
fencing along Tunnel Road is proposed to be relocated a minimum of six feet from the road 
where feasible to allow for increased pedestrian movement along the shoulder and improved 
visual screening of the fence. 

 
Architecture 

• The architectural design of proposed buildings has been modified to better blend into the 
environment, including the use of green roofs and flat roofs to reduce peak heights.  The County’s 
Board of Architectural Review (BAR) has provided conceptual support of the proposed design. 

 
Section 2.0 Project Description of this document incorporates the above changes. 
 
1.3 SUMMARY OF REVISED IMPACTS AND MITGATION MEASURES 
Table 1-1 summarizes the proposed project’s environmental impacts and the measures identified to 
mitigate these impacts for those issue areas that have been included in this Recirculation Document, i.e., 
Cultural Resources and Fire Protection.  The table also notes the significance of impacts before and after 
mitigation is implemented.   Impacts are classified as follows: 
 

• Class I – Significant impact that cannot be reduced to a less than significant level with 
implementation of mitigation measures. 
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• Class II – Significant impacts that can be reduced to a less than significant level with 
implementation of mitigation measures. 

• Class III – Less than significant impacts.  Mitigation measures are not required but may be 
recommended. 

• Class IV – Beneficial impacts. 
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